BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

ODO WILLIAM LEOPOLD RUSSELL, the first Baron
Ampthill, was born on 20 February 1829, at Florence,
His father was Major-General Lord George William Russell,
second son of the sixth Duke of Bedford, and his mother,
Elizabeth Anne, daughter of the Hon. John Theophilus Rawdon,
brother to the Marquis of Hastings. He had two elder brothers,
Francis and Arthur; the eldest was later to become the ninth
Duke of Bedford, and Arthur was for many years Member of
Parliament for Tavistock.

His father was a man of strong personality, but his mother
added qualities of great originality to a mind equally strong and
impressive; the mutual love between her and her sons was un-
bounded and manifested itself as far as her youngest son was
concerned in an education that was entirely unorthodox for
that day, but which was calculated to fit him for the career that
was to open out before him. Very early the young Odo showed
that same remarkable talent for languages which had brought
one of his ancestors into favour in the days of Henry VII, and
this talent was developed to the full. Instead of spending his
early years at a public school he was privately educated and
travelled considerably. As a consequence he was able all his life
to speak with perfect fluency not only English, French, Italian
and German, but was equally at home in many of the dialects of
these tongues. A diplomatic career was clearly marked out for a
young man whose distinguished birth and linguistic skill only
served as a background for the even more essential qualities of
high character, courtesy and tact.

At the ago of twenty he was appointed as attache at the Em-
bassy of Vienna under Sir Arthur Magenis, From 1850 till 1852
he was at the Foreign Office under Palmerston and Granville,
between 1852 and 1860 he was attach^ successively at Vienna,
Paris, Constantinople and Washington. His first experience in
charge of an embassy was at Constantinople, a responsibility he
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